
CLAIMS 

WHAT IS CLAIMED IS: 

1 . A method of distributing software with ^^^mputer system to a user 
comprising the acts of: 

recording data on a fixed mediunnfi the computer system; 
providing for transfer of thp^mputer system to the user; and 
controUing access tO/ttie data through computer executable code that requires 
authori^ion for continued access to the data. 
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The method of distributing software of claim 1 wherein the^ct of recording 
1 2V ydata on the fixed medium includes recording software applica^n program 
instructions on the fixed medium. 

3. The method of distributing software of cl^fti 2 wherein recording software 
application program instructions on the fixe(Lmedium includes recording software 
application program instructions that enaj)le a software application that does not 
depend on continued access to a netwie(rk for fully functional operation. 



1 4. The method of distribufmg software of claim 1 wherein the act of recording 

2 data on the fixed medium jjicludes recording data on a hard disk drive. 

1 5. The method;ei^^istributing software of claim 1 wherein the act of controlling 

2 access to the data/includes the computer system automatically executing computer 

3 readable instructions to contact a party authorized to grant access to the data. 



1 6. THe method of distributing software of claim 5 wherein executing computer 

2 readable instructions includes executing instructions to activate a network link. 
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7. The method of distributing software of claim S^'whefein executing computer 
readable instructions includes executing instructions to ictivate access to the Internet. 



The method of distributing softwaj:e^f claim 1 wherein the act of controlling 
access to the data includes determjpifig if a user has a sufficient account credit to 
continue access to the data. 



9. The mettie^a of distributing software of claim 1 wherein the act of controlling 
access to^^flfe data includes determining if a user should be billed for accessing the 
data. 



10. A software module used in a computer system operablejo^rdvide controlled 
access to a software application being stored on jjixetfmedium in the computer 
system and being distributed with^^ie-edmputer system, the software module 
operating by: 

detecting uge-^rfthe software application on the computer system; and 
Y^Tving authority to access the software apphcation. 

\J 1. / The software module of claim 10 wherein the software applicatjorfaoes not 
" end on continued access to a network for fixUy fimctional opefation. 



12. The software module of claim 10 wher^i*nhe software module and the 
software application are stored on the cojn^ter system during manufacture of the 
computer system. 



13. The software nj^flule of claim 10 wherein verifying authority to access the 
software application verifies authority of a particular user to access the software 
application^ 
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14. The software module of cl lim 10 wherein verifying authority to access the 
software application verifies auth(>rity of an accessing computer system to access the 



oftware application. 



1 5 . The software module of c 



aim 10 wherein verifying authority to access the 



software application is accomplished through a network connection. 



1 6. The software module of 
software application is accomplished 



claim 10 wherein verifying authority to access the 
through an Internet interface. 



17. The software module of claim 10 further corrmjisirigr 
if authority is verified, then allowing unirjt^rfipted access to the software application; 

and 

if authorityismofvenfied, then interrupting access to the software appUp^tion. 

18. yThe software module of claim 17 wherein if authority^ access the software 
plication is not verified, then the user is presented^^yirrim an opportunity to qualify for 

access to the software application. 



19. The software module of cjaim 18 wherein the opportunity to qualify for access 
to the software application incudes generating a request to set up an account. 

20. The softy/^e module of claim 17 wherein if authority to access the software 
application/is not verified, then the user's access to the software application is 
terminmed. 




^21. A computer system operable to provide controlled^ace^ss to a software 
2 / application stored on a fixed medium irrttje^Goifiputer system and distributed with the 
computer system comprisij 
a processor; 
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a memory coupled to the processes; and 

a software module executable on t le processor and the memory, the software module 
being responsive to the activation of the software application to: 
verify authority to access me software application; 
if authority is verified, then to allow uninterrupted access to the software 



application; and 
if authority is not verifiec 



22. The computer system of 
does not depend on continued 



, then to interrupt access to the software application. 

:laim 21 wherein the accessed software application 
to a network for fiiUy fiinctional operation. 



ac cess 



23. The computer system of claim 21 wherein verifying authority to access the 
software application verifies auihority of a particular user to access the software 
application. 



24. The computer system o 
software appUcation verifies 
software application. 



claim 21 wherein verifying authority to access the 
authority of an accessing computer system to access the 



25 . The computer system ( ) 
software application is accom ) 



claim 21 wherein verifying authority to access the 
ished through a network connection. 



26. The computer system pf claim 21 wherein verifying authority to access the 
software application is acconjplished through an Internet interface. 



27. The computer systenj of claim 21 wherein if authority to access the software 
application is not verified, then the user is presented with an opportunity to qualify for 
access to the software application. 
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28. The computer system of claim 26 wh^gitHlie opportunity to qualify for 
access to the software application inpludes generating a request to set up an account. 



29. The cpm^er system of claim 21 wherein if authority to access the software 
appUG^fion is not verified, then the user's access to the software application is 
terminated. 
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